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As Mayor of the City of Newark, it is my pleasure to honor and congratulate you as we celebrate
the Positive Community, The Great American Emancipation Day — Awards Celebration.

I applaud you, Rev. Dr. Valerie Durrah for your diligence and devotion on every level and by
the awesome leadership that has been, and continues to be provided by you for the people. We
are also proud to acknowledge you for the many contributions that you have already made and
will continue to make, and for the strong foundation of ethical values that you are building and
will continue to build on this journey.

I know you will continue to be an inspiration to us all, and that your greatest days are in front
of you. May God continue to keep the gift that you are and will continue to be for humanity.
Once again, congratulations. May this day be a most memorable one.

Sincerely,

Ras J. Baraka,
Mayor
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